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Florence
adoption
oF Venice
proposals
The suggested solution to be adopted by Venice is the road that seems
intent on following the municipal
administration of Florence.
“Florence is very different from Venice - it is difficult to forbid transit to people in certain public
areas of the center without the risk of confusing
workers, residents, visitors. However, it is necessary for Florence to devise ideas to prevent what
is happening in Venice. Bite and run tourism
is the number one enemy for Florence as well.”

Said Florence’s Mayor

Log jam Venice

Alternative solutions for Florence have
been entrusted to the Palazzo Vecchio
studio and include tickets for museums,
entrance tickets in the municipal galleries (including the Palazzo Vecchio) at a
variable rate, according to timetables and
moments of the year to disincentive the
“excessive influx of tourists” that occurs
at certain times, and always in view of a
decongestion of the central area.
The Mayor announced another initiative:
“We had an interview with Ataf (the city
public transport company) to activate
a shuttle tour of architectural treasures
available on the hills around Florence: Forte
Belvedere, Villa Bardini, Piazzale Michelangelo, San Miniato basilica, to promote
tourism outside the historic centre.”
Time will tell which initiatives may work
on controlling the masses.
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TOP OF EUROPE

The best place to discover snow and ice · open 365 days
On the way, the «engineering feat of a century» gives you
an overwhelming view of the vast glacier world of the Eismeer
(Sea of Ice). A world of eternal snow and ice.
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europe the destination

promoting to usa & china

Europe is planning a programme of educational conferences and matchmaking events
to promote itself as a tourist destination
to some of the world’s most important
outbound travel markets. The programme,
named Partnerships in European Tourism,
will see a series of eight conferences and
business-to-business matchmaking events,
taking place within the EU and in the target markets of China and the USA. It also
includes dedicated stands at international
tourism trade exhibitions.
The launch event will take place in Venice
on 19th January 2018. It will comprise a
briefing for a delegation of Chinese tourism
buyers on the European market, followed by
matchmaking appointments with European
suppliers. The second event will take place
in Berlin in March, coinciding with ITB. The
specific focus of the conference and matchmaking workshop will be Europe’s Culture,
Pan European Itineraries: River Cruising and
Group Tourism. The third event will take place
in April in Beijing, where the emphasis will
be on Family Travel and it will appeal to

European companies seeking to tap in to
this core outbound business from China.
Subsequent events in China and the USA
are to be announced in due course.
Recognising that many intercontinental
tourists see Europe as a unified destination,
the programme will not focus on countries,
cities or specific sights but instead on themes
and routes of interest to the visitor, such as
family travel, culture, film and TV, lifestyle
and romance.
EU-based companies keen to market
themselves to the Chinese and American
markets by participating in the Partnerships
in European Tourism programme are invited
to register their interest at www.EUtravelpartnerships.org. Here they can identify their
business with an initial list of themes and, in
collaboration with other companies, propose
additional themes.
The programme is being funded by the
European Commission and delivered by a
consortium made up of ETOA - the European
tourism association, the European Travel
Commission and ECTAA, the European
Association of Travel Agents and Tour Operators.
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Royal Wedding

Harry and Meghan’s Wedding
A very British affair
The world celebrated on the
19 May as HRH Prince Harry
married Meghan Markle in
a moving ceremony at St.
George’s Chapel, Windsor,
watched by two billion people
world-wide.
On the morning of the wedding,
Prince Harry’s grandmother,
Queen Elizabeth II, conferred
upon him the titles of Duke
of Sussex, Earl of Dumbarton
and Baron of Kilkeel. On their
marriage, Meghan became
known as Her Royal Highness,
The Duchess of Sussex.
Prince Harry is the second son of
Charles, Prince of Wales, and his
late wife Princes Diana of Wales.
Harry and Meghan had been
dating since June 2016. The
relationship was acknowledged
on 8 November 2016, when an
official statement from the royal
family addressing the “wave of
abuse and harassment” directed
toward Meghan.
On 27 November 2017, Clarence
House announced that Prince
Harry would marry Meghan in
the spring of 2018.
Harry and Meghan were
engaged in November when
the young Prince gave Meghan
an engagement ring made by
Cleave and Company, jewellers

Clarence House is often used
as a metonym for the Prince
of Wales’s private office,
and is the Prince’s Royal
residence - Clarence House
was previously the home to
the late Queen Elizabeth the
Queen’s Mother.
to the Queen. It consisted of
a large central diamond from
Botswana, championed by two
smaller diamonds from his late
mother’s jewellery collection.
Clarence House announced
that following their marriage,
the newlyweds would live at
Nottingham Cottage in the
grounds of Kensington Palace.
The Queen consented to the
couple’s marriage under the
Succession to the Crown Act
2013, which allows the monarch
to approve or disapprove
marriages of the first six persons
in the line of succession. Harry
was fifth in line at the time of
his engagement.
Whilst Meghan attended a
private Catholic school in her
early years, she did not identify
as a Roman Catholic. On 6
March 2018, she was baptised
and confirmed into the Church
of England by the Archbishop of
Canterbury, Justin Welby. Under
English Law Catholics cannot
ascend the Throne.

The Prince of Wales (Welsh: Tywysog Cymru) was a title granted
to princes born in Wales. The last Welsh princes, Llywelyn ap
Gruffudd, was killed in battle in 1282 by Edward I, King of
England, whose son also named Edward (born in Caernarfon
Castle in Wales) was invested as the first English Prince of Wales
in 1301. Since the 14th century, the title has been a dynastic title
granted to the heir apparent to the English or British Monarchy.
Prince Charles the eldest son to Queen
Elizabeth and the Duke of Edinburgh is
the heir apparent to the British Crown and
has been Duke of Cornwall and Duke of
Rothsay since 1952. He is the oldest and
longest-serving heir apparent in British history
and as such is also the longest-serving Prince
of Wales.

The only practising Catholics
in Royal Family are the Kents.
Duchess Katharine Kent, née
Katharine Worsley b. February
22nd 1933, was accepted
into the Catholic Church
in January 1994, receiving
personal approval from The
Queen. Lord Nicholas Windsor,
the couples’ youngest son,
also converted in 2001, and
their eldest, George, married
a Catholic in 1988.
Although Meghan is divorced,
The Church of England no longer
denies marriage to divorced
persons with a living spouse.

Diana, Princess of Wales ,( 1 July
1961 – 31 August 1997 The first wife
of Charles Prince of Wales, and was
famously referred to as “the people’s
princess”.
Born into the aristocratic Spencer
family, Diane grew up in Park House,
on the Sandringham Estate, educated
in England and Switzerland, her father
inherited the title of Earl Spencer
In 1975and she became Lady Diana
Spencer.
The couples wedding took place at
St. Paul’s Cathedral on 29th July 1981.The marriage produced
two sons, princes William and Harry, who were second and third
in line for succession to the throne. Diana was celebrated for
her charity work and remained the object of worldwide media
interest during and after her marriage, which ended in divorce
on 28 August 1996. Media attention and public mourning were
extensive after her death in a car crash in a Paris tunnel on 31
August 1997 which aroused much public scrutiny of the affairs of
the Royal Family.
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The Duke and Duchess of Sussex on the West Terrace of Windsor
Castle after the Wedding Ceremony

Following the engagement,
Meghan became a British

Citizen. She will retain her US
citizenship during the wedding
process, but Kensington Palace
has indicated that the decision
on whether she will retain
her dual nationality has yet
to be decided. Retaining U.S.
citizenship is expected to
create tax complications and
might expose royal finances to
IRS scrutiny in the USA.

The Wedding Venue
St George’s Chapel was
previously the venue for the
weddings of Prince Harry’s uncle,
the Earl of Wessex, the third son
of The Queen and Prince Philip.
Harry’s cousin, Peter Phillips
son of Anne, Princess Royal, and

Third American Royal
Despite popular belief, Meghan is the third North American to
marry into the Royal family (albeit the second US citizen).
The second N. American to marry into the British Royal Family),
was Autumn Patricia Phillips (née Kelly, b. 3 May 1978) the wife
of Peter Phillips the son of the Princess Royal, Princess Anne,  and
the oldest grandchild of Queen Elizabeth and Prince Philip.
Miss Kelly met Peter Phillips in her birthplace and hometown of
Quebec and they married in St George’s Chapel on 17 May 2008.
She retains her Canadian citizenship.
The first American citizen to marry into the Royal Family was the
renowned Wallis Simpson who married the Duke of Windsor after
his abdication in 1937. Wallis became the Duchess of Windsor, but
without the salutation ‘Royal Highness’.
Meghan is the first person of mixed race heritage to marry into
the Royal family. The engagement announcement prompted
much comment about the possible social significance of Meghan
becoming a proudly mixed-race royal.
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her first husband, Captain Mark
Phillips also married in St. George
Chapel.

Cost
The royal family announced
that they will pay for the
wedding. The cost for the
cake, the florist, and the
catering have been estimated
to be £446,000, the overall cost
including security is expected to
be around £32 million.
Security costs are expected
to be lower than those of the
2011 wedding of Prince William
and Kate Middleton, the Duke
and Duchess of Cambridge. The
Royal Borough of Windsor has
reportedly spent £2.6 million
on cleaning the town and roads.
It has been predicted that the
wedding will trigger a tourism
boom and boost to the local
economy of up to £500 million.
The average total spend for a UK
wedding including honeymoon is
estimated at £18,000

Wedding attire
The wedding dress of Meghan
worn during her wedding
ceremony, was replaced with
a white evening dress for the
wedding reception.
For months prior to the
engagement, the world of would
be courtiers had speculated
over who would be the designer
of Meghan’s wedding dress.
Meghan had commented on
wedding dress styles in 2016, as
her role character was getting
married in ‘Suits’, she said that
she preferred simple styles.
Finally the name of the designer

Meet Meghan Markle’s Best Friend and ‘Wedding
Planner’ Jessica Mulroney

The stunning gown was made
from silk with three-quarterlength sleeves, an open boat
neckline and a train with builtin triple silk organza underskirt.
Waight Keller developed a
double bonded silk caddy for
the construction of the dress,
which featured only six seams.
The dress was without lace or
any other embellishments.

She is said to
have served
as Meghan’s
“unofficial”
wedding planner
and reportedly
flew to London in
late April to help
finalise Meghan’s
wedding plans.

The Veil
The dress was augmented
by a long 5 metre (16.5-ft)
veil, hand-embroidered with
a variety of flowers on its
hem, and symbolic crops of
wheat. Markle chose two
favourite flowers – wintersweet
(Chimonanthus) which grows
outside their Nottingham
Cottage , and the California
poppy ( Eschscholzia
californica), from where
she was born – along with
individual flowers representing
the 53 countries of the
Commonwealth, reflecting
the couple’s future role as
Commonwealth ambassadors.
The veil was secured by a
diamond bandeau tiara, made
in 1932 for Queen Mary and
lent to Meghan by the Queen.
The centre brooch had been a
wedding gift from the County
of Lincoln in 1893. The tiara is
a platinum band, made up of
eleven sections, a detachable
centre brooch with interlaced
opals and diamonds. The shoes
were also from Givenchy, and
had a pointed couture design.
Other recherché jewllery worn
by the bride included white
gold and diamond earrings and
a bracelet by Cartier.
Meghan’s hair was rolled up
with “face-framing fringe
tucked behind her ears and was
created by Serge Normant.
Make-up artist Daniel Martin
attended Meghan’s makeup
for the occasion. The look was
described as “a soft brown
eyeshadow” with minimal
makeup on the face. Her nails
were painted in “neutral pinkybeige” for the ceremony.

Clare Waight Keller of Givenchy
designed the wedding dress

The bride’s bouquet, designed
by Philippa Craddock, contained
“forget-me knots, scented
sweet peas, lily of the valley,
astibe jasmine astrantia and

Jessica Mulroney
is married to Ben
Mulroney, son of
former Canadian
Prime Minister
Brian Mulroney
They have
three children
together, who
make frequent
appearances on
her Instagram
account.
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St George Chapel at Windsor
Castle

and maker of Meghan’s simple
white dress, ‘Clare Waight
Keller of Givenchy’, was
announced to the watching
world when the bride to be
stepped out of her limousine
and entered St Georges Chapel
for the wedding service. (Ms
Waight Keller subsequently
revealed that the Royal
appointment had been kept
so secret, that not even her
husband had known she was
commissioned to design the
Royal Wedding gown that would
be eventually seen by millions
of people world-wide!)

Jessica was
Jessica Maloney in the Blue Dress- Meghans
spotted in
friend at the Royal Wedding
Heathrow
Photo courtesy Guardian
wearing an
all-black ensemble, and even posted on Instagram implying she
was traveling. While in the U.K., she was helping with final dress
fittings, and attending a “mini hen party” for Meghan.
All three of her children served as Bridal Attendants in the
Royal Wedding - Ivy, 4,was a bridesmaid, while her 7-year-old
twins, Brian and John where page boys.
Why she didn’t serve as Meghan’s Maid of Honour ?
While it had been rumoured that Jessica would play a role in the
wedding party, Meghan did not have a maid of honour. Rather,
all of the bridal attendants were children. Royal weddings
traditionally have young bridesmaids and page boys, but there
might be another reason why Meghan has opted to forgo having
a maid of honour. A source told royal correspondent Victoria
Murphy that, “Meghan has a very close-knit group of friends and
did not want to choose one over the other.”
Jessica helped Meghan pick her wedding dress designer!
Jessica regularly works with brides-to-be, so it only makes
sense that she’d be on-hand to help her best friend through the
process. Jessica was there to help with fittings for Meghan’s
Givenchy dress.
And bridal expert Jessica, quietly guided Meghan though the
process and then quietly flew in to London on Jan 10, spending
four days at the couple’s Nottingham Cottage home.
In addition to assisting with the dress, Jessica also helped “with
several other wedding day elements.”
According to Vanity Fair, “sources close to the Canadian stylist”
revealed that Jessica was Meghan’s “secret wedding planner,”
and had been “pulling plenty of strings behind the scenes.”
Jessica is Meghan’s best friend and the person Meghan trusts
with helping to plan every detail,” a source said. “She was the
one helping Meghan to make all the key decisions. They were on
the phone daily discussing every element of the wedding, from
the dress to the flowers to the canapés and the photography.
Meghan is very dependent on Jessica and Jessica has been totally
indispensable. She’s helped Meghan and Harry with so much
already.”
She’s a Fashion Stylist
But is perhaps best known for dressing Sophie Gregoire-Trudeau,
the wife of Canada’s prime minister, Justin Trudeau, but the
36-year-old has had a long career in public relations and fashion
design. She is also the co-founder of the ‘Shoebox Project’, a
non-profit organization which collects and distributes personal
items for women in crisis. And while it hasn’t been officially
confirmed that she was Meghan’s wedding planner, nobody will be
surprised when that news breaks.
By Alan Bennett
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sprigs of myrtle. The flowers
were chosen by the groom who
handpicked forget-me-nots in
honour of his late mother Diana,
Princess of Wales.
The young bridesmaids also
wore high-waist design silk
dresses by Clare Waight Keller
which had puff sleeves.
After the wedding the bridal
bouquet was placed on the
Tomb of the ‘Unknown Warrior
at Westminster Abbey, following
a royal tradition that began
with the late Queen Mother.
Both Prince Harry and the Duke
of Cambridge wore full dress
uniform including frock coat
of the Blues and Royals. The
uniforms were made by Dege &
Skinner gentleman’s tailors of
Saville Row, as were the clothing
for the page boys - a smaller
versions of the same uniform.
The groom had asked for the
Queen’s permission to keep
his beard, (beards are only
permitted under exceptional
circumstances in the British
Army).
Among the medals Prince Harry
wore where the star of the
Royal Victorian Order of which
he is a Knight Commander, the
ribbons of the Royal Victorian
Order, and Operational Medals
for Afghanistan.
His best man, Prince William,
had gold aiguillettes, and wore
the star of the Order of the
Garter, the ribbons of the two
jubilee medals, and his RAF
wings.

Wedding party
There was no maid of honour
(see Meghan’s best friend by
Alan Bennett), and the ten
bridesmaids and pageboys were
all children; with the bride
and groom each selecting five
wedding attendants. Two of
Meghan’s godchildren, sevenyear old Rylan Ritt and her
six-year-old sister Remi, as well
as Brian, John and Ivy Mulroney,
the three children of her friend
Jessica Mulroney, were chosen
by the bride - while Prince
Harry chose his niece and
nephew Princess Charlotte and
Prince George of Cambridge, as
well as his godchildren Florence
van Cutsem, Zalie Warren and
Jasper Dyer.
Prince Charles accompanied
Meghan down the aisle, after
the family confirmed her father,
Thomas Markle Sr., would not
be attending the wedding due
to heart surgery.
Approximately 250 members of
the British Armed Forces were
involved in the wedding, the
majority coming from units that
have a connection with Prince
Harry.

Wedding service
The bride spent the night
before the wedding with her
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mother, at the nearby, infamous
Clivedon House Hotel. (Here the
grand house of the socialite,
Nancy Astor ,was the setting
for the sexual scandal known
as the Profomo Affair that
brought down the Macmillan
Government in 1963).
Meanwhile the groom stayed
at Coworth Park Hotel with his
brother.
8.00 am, and the public
started to arrive at the
grounds at Windsor. The main
congregation, the guests arrive
at the chapel at 9.30 am,
followed by members of the
Royal Family. The Queen and
the Duke of Edinburgh were
the last members of the Royal
Family to arrive at the chapel at
11.52 am. Shortly after, Meghan
joined them with the junior
attendants. She proceeded
down the aisle with her
entourage, where the Prince of
Wales met her to escort to the
altar, Prince Harry, standing,
turned to Prince Charles and
said, “Thank you Pa”.
Then Prince Harry’s maternal
aunt, Baroness Fellowes, read
a Bible scripture from The
Song of Solomon. The Dean
of Windsor, David Conner,
conducted the service with
the Archbishop of Canterbury,
Justin Welby, performing
the marriage ceremony. The
sermon was delivered by The
Most Reverend Michael Curry,
presiding bishop and primate
of the Episcopal Church. The
Reverend Prebendary Rose
Hudson-Wilkin, and the Coptic
Orthodox Archbishop of London,
Anba Angaelos, offered the
prayers.
The marriage vows were those
published in Common Worship,
and included the promise to
“to love and to cherish” each
other. This was sealed by the
exchange of rings. The wedding
rings were created by Cleave
and Company, with Meghan’s
ring being fashioned out of
Welsh gold and the Prince’s ring
made of platinum.
After the signing of the
registers, Harry and Meghan’s
together with the guests sang
the national anthem. The
couple paused briefly to bow
and curtsey to the Queen
before walking down the
aisle. They were followed in
procession by members of the
bridal party, and their families.
Then to everyone’s delight the
couple shared a kiss on the
steps outside the chapel.
Following the ceremony, there
was a carriage procession
through Windsor. Escorted by
Mounted Cavalry of the Blues
and Royals, which included
comrades of Prince Harry.
Two receptions were held; the
first, for those attending the
ceremony, was hosted by the
Queen and took place in St

Who’s Who of Page Boys and Bridesmaids

1.) Zalie Warren, goddaughter of the groom
2.) Princess Charlotte, niece of the groom
3.) Brian Mulroney, son of the bride’s close friend, Jessica
Mulroney
4.) Remi Litt, goddaughter of the bride
5.) Rylan Litt, goddaughter of the bride
6.) Prince Harry, the groom
7.) Meghan, Duchess of Sussex, the bride
8.) Jasper Dyer, godson of the groom
9.) Prince George, nephew of the groom
10.) Ivy Mulroney, daughter of the bride’s close friend, Jessica
Mulroney
11.) John Mulroney, son of the bride’s close friend, Jessica
Mulroney
12.) Florence van Cutsem, goddaughter of the groom
George’s Hall after the carriage
procession.
Elton John performed for the
guests and the groom and the
Prince of Wales each gave a
speech.
Later in the day a second
reception was held at Frogmore
House, for family and close
friends, hosted by the Prince
of Wales. Harry drove his
new wife to the reception at
Frogmore in a silver blue Jaguar
E-Type Concept Zero, (electric
propulsion, with left-hand
drive).
For the evening reception,
the Duchess of Sussex wore a
halter-neck, open back dress
by Stella McCartney and an
emerald cut Aquamarine ring
formerly belonging to Diana,
Princess of Wales. George
Northwood was her hairstylist
for the private party.
In a break with tradition,
the bride made a speech at
the event which ended with a
small fireworks displayed above
Frogmore House.
The wedding cake was a layered
lemon and elderflower cake
and decorated with peonies
in shades of white and cream.
The cake designer Claire Ptak,
based in London, was chosen in
March 2018.

Music
Hymns sung at the wedding
included Lord of All Hopefulness
and Guide Me, O Thou Great
Redeemer. Prince Harry was
seen wiping away a tear during
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the congregational singing of
the latter hymn, as it was a
favourite of his mother, Diana,
Princess of Wales, and was also
played at her funeral in 1997.
Two choirs, an orchestra and
fanfare trumpeters provided
music for the service. The
orchestra was made up of
musicians from the BBC
National Orchestra of Wales,
the English Chamber Orchestra
and the Philharmonia Orchestra.
In addition to the Choir of
St George’s Chapel, the
Kingdom Choir, a gospel group
led by Karen Gibson, sang
“Stand By Me” in what was
described as “an incredible and
powerful moment.” The State
Trumpeters of the Household
Cavalry, who played a fanfare,
included Kate Sandford, the
first female state trumpeter at
a British royal wedding.
The bride walked down the
aisle to “Eternal source of light
divine” (from the Ode for the
Birthday of Queen Anne) by
Handel, sung by soprano Elin
Manahan Thomas, with the
trumpet obbligato performed
by David Blackadder. Other
music during the service
included the motet “If ye love
me” by Thomas Tallis; the song
“Stand by Me” by Jerry Leiber,
Mike Stoller and Ben E. King,
arranged for choir by Mark
Delisser; and “The Lord bless
you and keep you” by John
Rutter. During the signing of
the register, 19-year-old cellist
Sheku Kanneh-Mason and the
orchestra played Sicilienne by
Maria Theresia von Paradis,
Fauré’s Après un rêve, and

Guests
In April 2018, it was announced
that an “official list” of
domestic and international
political leaders was not
required for the wedding
and none invited. This was in
contrast to the wedding of
Prince Harry’s elder brother,
which had a large number of
such guests due to his position
as a future monarch.
The only politician invited was
the former Prime Minister John
Major as he previously was

“a special guardian on legal
matters to Princes William and
Harry after the death of their
mother.”
With a smaller ceremony
and reception at St George’s
Hall, the guest list included
approximately 600 people,
most of whom have a “direct
relationship” with the couple.
Also, 200 close friends of the
couple were invited to attend
the evening reception at
Frogmore House. Approximately
1,200 members of the public
were invited to greet the
couple outside the chapel in
the grounds of Windsor Castle.
The invitees outside the chapel
were “people from charities,
Windsor Castle community
members, people from the
royal households and the
Crown Estate, and local school
children.”

Who’s who in the Royal wedding Party

The Royal Photographer, Alexi
Lubomirski , is himself royalty,
through the lineage of the Polish
House of Lubomirski – his official title
is His Serene Highness Prince Alexi
Lubomirski. He also took the Royal
couple’s official engagement photos
last year. Asked ‘how did he manage
to organise the children during the
group photo shots?’ he said ‘Simple, I
bribed them with smarties – and well
as some of the adults!’
info@alexilubomirski.com www.
concernusa.org/Alexi4Concern
Sarah, Duchess of York, the
former wife of Prince Andrew,
was invited to the wedding
even though she had not been
invited to the weddings of
Prince William and Catherine
Middleton in 2011, Peter Phillips
and Autumn Kelly in 2008, or
Zara Phillips and Mike Tindall
in 2011. However, the Duchess
of York was not invited to the
evening reception at Frogmore
House hosted by Prince Charles
and was reportedly “deeply
upset” by her omission.
Amongst the non-royal guests
were Markle’s Suits co-stars
Patrick J. Adams (with wife
Troian Bellisario), Gabriel Macht
(with wife Jacinda Barrett),
Sarah Rafferty, Rick Hoffman,
Gina Torres and Abigail Spencer,
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an arrangement for cello and
orchestra of Schubert’s Ave
Maria. For the procession, the
musicians performed the Allegro
from the Symphony No. 1 in
B-flat major by William Boyce
and “This Little Light of Mine”
by Etta James, Jester Hairston
and Harry Dixon Loes.

actors George Clooney (with
wife Amal Clooney), Idris Elba
and Tom Hardy, actresses Oprah
Winfrey, Priyanka Chopra and
Carey Mulligan (with husband
Marcus Mumford), television
host James Corden, tennis
player Serena Williams (with
husband Alexis Ohanian),
David and Victoria Beckham,
musicians Elton John (with
husband David Furnish), James
Blunt, Joss Stone, and rugby
players Jonny Wilkinson and
James Haskell. Harry’s exgirlfriends Cressida Bonas and
Chelsy Davy were in attendance
as well.
The only foreign royal guests at
the wedding were Prince Harry’s
friend Prince Seeiso of Lesotho
and his wife Princess Mabereng.

+Harry’s brother in arms (and the heart)

1.)
2.)

Jasper Dyer, godson of the groom
Ivy Mulroney, daughter of the bride’s close friend, Jessica
Mulroney
3.) Brian Mulroney, son of the bride’s close friend, Jessica
Mulroney
4.) Camilla, Duchess of Corwall, step-mother of the groom
5.) Prince Philip, grandfather of the groom
6.) Florence van Cutsem, goddaughter of the groom
7.) Prince Charles, father of the groom
8.) Queen Elizabeth, grandmother of the groom
9.) Prince Harry, the groom
10.) Meghan, Duchess of Sussex, the bride
11.) Doria Ragland, mother of the bride
12.) Prince William, best man and brother of the groom
13.) Princess Charlotte, niece of the groom
14.) Catherine, Duchess of Cambridge, sister-in-law of the groom
15.) Prince George, nephew of the groom
16.) Zalie Warren, goddaughter of the groom
17.) Rylan Litt, goddaughter of the bride
18.) John Mulroney, son of the bride’s close friend, Jessica
Mulroney
19.) Remi Litt, goddaughter of the bride
As royal biographer Duncan Larcombe told Harper’s
Bazaar, “These portraits cement Harry and Meghan’s place at the
heart of the royal family.”
“Meghan’s mum is seen standing next to her daughter and
beaming with pride after a wedding that ripped up the
rule book,” Larcombe continued. “Even the Queen seems
uncharacteristically relaxed as she and the 96-year-old Duke of
Edinburgh are joined by three generations of their family.”
Larcombe also shared that where everyone is placed in the
portrait is significant. Prince William and Duchess Kate, for
example, were moved over to the bride’s side so the portrait
would look more even. The Duchess is also likely sitting because
she gave birth just a few weeks ago.

During their cavalcade through Windsor
after their wedding, Harry might have
glance for a moment at the horseman in
the shiny boots and plumed helmet just
in front of him (Valentine Low PA writes).
It was Frankie O’Leary, his old radio
operator from their theatre of war in
Afghanistan.
Honored to be serving his former
comrade, there is no doubt that Corporal
of Horse (sergeant) O’Leary approves of
the match: in his words, ‘Harry has pulled
a cracker!’
However, the comrades in arms are more
than just former soldiers who once shared a battlefield: for when
Corporal O’Leary, 31, took part in the Household Cavalry escort
for the Carriage procession he, ‘romantically speaking’, returned
a favour that Harry did for him when they served together.
As Corporal O’Leary recalled, it was when they were stationed in
Windsor that Harry went out of his way to help him.
“Harry had seen me walking with a young lady, unbeknownst to
me he was driving on his own, no security detail, just going for a
spin, like you do as an English prince. All of a sudden the Prince
slowed down his car and wound the window down and said,
“See you later, Frank.”
I was like, “See you later, sir.”
I carried on walking. The young lady was stunned – she stood
shocked - a few steps behind me, with her mouth wide open and
said,
“Was that…it was… wasn’t it?” she managed to utter.
I just played it cool. “Of course it was. Happens all the time!”
What Harry did, seemed to have had the right effect on the
young woman, a Swede called Niina. “She became my wife,”
Corporal O’Leary said
One of the 24 soldiers and two officers who made up the Royal
couple’s escort, he is naturally delighted and proud to have been
part of Harry and Meghan’s Royal military escort.
“It was wonderful, Its Britain isn’t it? There were flags, horses,
men in armour, solders in big furry hats, drums beating, and an
historic castle. No one does it better than this little island!”
Then recalling Harry as a very good officer, a man of courage,
a man of honour when he was a forward air controller in
Afghanistan ten years ago, Corporal O’Leary said, he looks “very
happy now. “I’ve seen him grumpy. We all get grumpy. But that’s
a very happy man right now.”
Additional work by Alan Bennett
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At OTR we loved the American glamour-zons, who arrived for
Meghan’s on her big day. Meghan’s friends a created an electric
ambiance - here were some ladies who meant business. With their
bold tailoring and confident struts there was an unmistakeable
non-nonsense going on. They were just so well, you know – in your
face US A!”
Bollywood star Priyanka Chopra (second left) wore a pale
lavender Vivienne Westwood skirt and blazer and Suits star Abigail
Spencer (left) looked just divine in her Alessandra Rich fortiesinspired polka dot tea dress. They just nailed the look.” Photo/
Shutterstock

Amal Clooney, with husband George, was a vision in yellow

Idris Elba and Sabrina Dhowre are followed by Oprah Winfrey on
their way to the chapel
Photo/Chris Radburn/PA.

David gives a wave and a smile to the crowds. Victoria not so much..

Actress Carey Mulligan made an elegant entrance wearing Erdem ,
accompanied by her husband Marcus Mumford.
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And last, but by no means least The Queen. Her Majesty really
wore it well in Stewart Parvin, with one of the best looks of all
the wedding guests. She proved at 92, she still has plenty of
fashion game - it was a really fun colour.
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